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MFL - French Policy

Introduction  
This policy outlines the teaching, organisation and management of the Modern Foreign Language (French) taught and learnt at Barley Mow Primary school. It reflects the school’s values and ethos. 

Definition of MFL
MFL stands for Modern Foreign Languages. Any language that is currently spoken around the world, such as Spanish or French, is classed as a Modern Foreign Language. Modern Foreign Languages are distinct from classical languages, such as Latin or ancient Greek, which are no longer spoken today.

Statement of Intent
At Barley Mow Primary School, we are keen to promote the study of a foreign language in depth (French), and to develop an interest and a positive attitude to learning languages in general. Learning languages contributes to mutual understanding, a sense of global citizenship and personal fulfilment. Children learn to appreciate different countries, cultures and communities and people. We are conscious that the ability to understand and communicate in another language is a lifelong skill for education, employment and leisure in this country and throughout the world.
Our school bases the core work in French around the National Curriculum which aims to ensure that all pupils demonstrate progress in the 5 key language skills necessary for learning French:

· Speaking
· Listening
· Reading
· Writing
· Grammar

We aim to ensure that pupils of all abilities develop solid foundations in these key language learning skills - properly preparing them for the next stage of their language learning journey. These skills will develop children’s ability to understand what they hear and read and enable them to express themselves in speech and writing. We will extend their knowledge of how language works and explore the similarities and differences between the foreign language they are learning and English. We will also help strengthen their sense of identity through learning about culture in other countries and comparing it with their own.



Implementation:
Whole school Approaches, including Early Years and Key Stage One
Early Years begin by exploring the colours and patterns in the French flag. We then introduce simple everyday language which the children begin to use within their play. For example; during PE when following the instruction of ‘French Bean’ the children know to respond with ‘Bonjour’. Children understand this translates in our English language as Hello. Children are naturally curious about the world around them and the differences and similarities. Prime Area: Communication and Language Specific Area: Understanding the World, Expressive Art and Design. Specific Area: Understanding the World, Expressive Art and Design.
Key Phrases are introduced half termly across the school with all children and promoted by teachers.
An extra-curricular club is offered to KS1 children each year.
Signage across the school uses French language. 
Bastille Day is celebrated as a French cultural Day annually.

Key Stage 2
Our whole school approach to language teaching and learning is in line with the recommendations of the National Curriculum and the requirements outlined in the Department for Education Languages Programme of Study for Key Stage 2. 

The National Curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils: 

· Understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources 
· Speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation 
· Can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt 
· Discover and develop an appreciation of a range of authentic writing in the language studied.

By the end of key stage 2, pupils should be able to:

1. Listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding. 
2. Explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words. 
3. Engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others; seek clarification and help. 
4. Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures. 
5. Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases. 
6. Present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences. 
7. Read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing. 
8. Appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language. 
9. Broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary.
10. Write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly. 
11. Describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing. 
12. Understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English.   

Displays of the topics being taught in French will be displayed around individual classrooms or around school, where appropriate. 

Teaching and Learning
French is taught in a whole-class setting by the class teacher or HLTA and is therefore not reliant on one key member of staff. 

Teachers plan their lessons using the Language Angels scheme of work and can supplement this with their own ideas and experience and those of their colleagues.

The lessons are designed to motivate, captivate and interest children. They have clear, achievable objectives and incorporate different learning styles. SEND children have access to the curriculum through variation of task, grouping or support from an adult.

Each class has 3 topics to complete each term

French can also be revisited in short sessions throughout the week to consolidate knowledge and ensure new language is retained. 



French lessons include:

· PowerPoints and interactive whiteboard materials
· Interactive games (which pupils can access from home to consolidate their learning)
· Songs & raps
· Differentiated desk-based consolidation activities 
· Worksheets are provided throughout each teaching unit and can be used in class or can be sent home to be completed as a homework exercise

Each lesson will focus on a combination of the 5 key language learning skills (speaking, listening, reading, writing and grammar). 


Inclusion
At Barley Mow Primary School, all pupils are entitled to: 
· A broad and balanced French curriculum, based on high teacher expectations;
· Develop their French knowledge and skills in order to fulfil their potential;
· Receive continuous and progressive opportunities in school to use and learn about French regardless of gender, race or ability. 
1. French taught in a way appropriate to each child’s capabilities with differentiation through: type of content and outcome of activities, questioning, input including the type and use of resources and amount of teacher guidance.

Impact:
Children will develop a clear knowledge all aspects of the French National Curriculum. Pupils will:
 become aware that a language has a structure, and that the structure differs from one language to another.
 develop their language and communication through development of the four key skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing.
 enrich their language learning by developing an understanding of the  culture.
 transfer to KS3 well prepared to continue and develop their language skills.
Monitoring and Evaluation
The MFL Subject Leader and Senior Management Team are responsible for the monitoring and evaluation of:
1. Curriculum coverage 
1. The quality of teaching and learning
1. Standards of achievement 

This will be carried out through:
1. Evaluation of medium and short term planning;
1. Scrutiny of work samples;
1. Noting and tracking children against National Curriculum expectations;
1. Observation of classroom practice in line with school policy. 
1. Learning Walks
1. Pupil Conferencing 

 The Role of the Subject Leader:
It is the responsibility of the French Leader:
· To take a lead in policy development.
· To support colleagues in their teaching of history content and developing subject knowledge
· To identify the need for individual support in the form of CPD.
· To create, maintain and evaluate action plans and audits.
· To take steps to keep up with developments and inform colleagues as appropriate.


Teacher’s Role
Each class teacher is responsible for the day to day implementation of the MFL Policy within their own classroom.  Responsibilities include:

· Planning effectively for French lessons in termly and weekly plans
· To ensure progression of French skills with regard to the National Curriculum through Assessment
· To develop and update skills, knowledge and understanding of French
· To identify what resources are needed for lessons and liaise with subject leader to purchase if necessary.
Support and advice will be available, when appropriate, from the MFL Leader.

Resources 
The Language Angels scheme is a fully online resource enabling all teachers in all classes to have instant and continuous access to all the resources they need to teach whichever lesson they choose.  Pupils are also provided with login details to access the scheme at home.

ICT 
ICT will be used in various ways to support teaching and motivate pupils learning. ICT involves the computer, and audio visual aids, CD-ROMs and DVD’ and digital map referencing software. The school’s set of laptops may be used to enhance lessons and enable children to find information to support their learning.   
Assessment 
Each unit taught in KS2 will be assessed using methods selected by the teacher as the most appropriate way to assess what children have learnt. This may be achieved through:
· Questioning
· Observing
· Discussion
· Mind maps
· Quiz
· Written task
Teachers will use regular formative assessment to inform future planning, to ensure progress and to address misconceptions. These regular assessments will support teachers in their judgements at the end of each term. End of term assessments will be completed and stored in the assessment folder in resources to enable the MFL coordinator and members of the SLT to monitor standards. 
Conclusion

A review of the policy for MFL will take place as necessary in accordance with the school review process.  Should changes need to be made in the interim as part of a curriculum review process or changes to statutory orders, an amendment will be made to this document in the form of an appendix. 

Policy reviewed-  January 2023
Policy to be reviewed – January 2025
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