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History Policy
Introduction  
This policy outlines the teaching, organisation and management of the history taught and learnt at Barley Mow Primary School. It reflects the school’s values, ethos and vision.
Statement of Intent
At Barley Mow Primary School, we want all children to develop their understanding about people and periods from the past. Through our curriculum, we want our pupils to be curious about history and appreciate how the past has influenced their own lives and modern day living. Children will learn skills to support them to be a good historian and develop skills of enquiry. It will equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments and develop perspective and judgement. It will help them gain an understanding of the complexities of people’s lives and the process of change. Our aim is for children to gain and retain knowledge and understanding of events, people and periods of time. 
Our school bases the core work in history around the National Curriculum which aims to ensure that all pupils:
· Know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world.
· Know and understand significant aspects of history of the wider world: the natures of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind.
· Gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as “empire”, “civilisation”, “parliament” and “peasantry”.
· Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically- valid questions and create their own constructed accounts, including written narrative and analyses.
· Understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed.
· Gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, political, religious and social history, and between short and long- term timescales.




Implementation:
Early Years 
EYFS use the ‘Birth to 5 Matters’ document and EYFS principles to drive their curriculum. In the Foundation stage History makes a significant contribution to developing a child’s understanding of the world through activities such as looking at famous people in history, stories, dressing up in costume and discovering the meaning of new and old in relation to their own lives. Daily routines are used to encourage a sense of time through welcome boards, plan do and review and continuous provision through child-initiated and adult led activities. The children are given the opportunity to find out about past and present in their own lives, and those of their families and other people they know. Key vocabulary is used such as now, then, today, yesterday. Adults encourage curiosity early on for children by exploring and handling objects, questioning and making comparisons. 
Key Stage One  
Pupils should have an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They should know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways it represented. 
Pupils should be taught:
· Changes within living memory.
· Events beyond living memory, that is significant nationally or globally. 
· The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. 
· Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 


Key Stage Two 

Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate historical terms. They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance. They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant information. They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources.

In key stage 2 pupils should taught about:
· Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age
· The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain
· Britain’s settlement by Anglo- Saxons
· The Viking Invasion
· A local history study (Birtley Belgians and Elisabethville)
· A study of an aspect or theme in British History beyond 1066. 
· The achievements of early civilisations - Ancient Egypt,
· Ancient Greece
· A non- European society - Mayans

Teaching and Learning
In order to achieve the objectives of the History Curriculum, the subject is taught either as an isolated subject or is integrated with other subjects through a half termly or termly unit. We have designed our History Curriculum to take an enquiry-based approach. The curriculum is designed so each unit of work has an overarching ‘Big Question’ that the children answer at the end of the unit and this is used to help assess their learning. Each lesson supports the children to build up their knowledge to answer the enquiry whilst developing key historical concepts linked to the disciplinary knowledge of the subject. 
History teaching focuses on enabling children to become historians. Our principal aim is to develop the children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in History and we use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our History lessons to ensure this. 

 We believe in whole-class teaching methods and believe children learn best when:
· They have access to, and are able to handle artefacts
· They have access to a range of sources such as books, newspapers and photographs to explore, evaluate and analyse.
· They ask searching questions. “I see, I notice, I wonder?” to provoke curiosity and a ‘hook’
· They go on educational visits to museums and historical places of significance
· Visitors are used to enhance learning and create a love of history
· Pupils draw on and read timelines
· They undertake fieldwork by interviewing family and older friends about changes in their own and other people’s lives
· They use drama to act out historical events
· They are shown, or use independently, resources from the internet and videos
· They are able to use non-fiction books for researches
· They are provided with opportunities to work independently or collaboratively, to ask as well as answer historical questions
· There are strong cross curricular links
· Displays in classrooms to promote vocabulary

Inclusion

At Barley Mow Primary School, all pupils are entitled to: 
· A broad and balanced History curriculum, based on high teacher expectations;
· Develop their history knowledge and skills in order to fulfil their potential;
· Receive continuous and progressive opportunities in school to use and learn about History regardless of gender, race or ability. 
1. History taught in a way appropriate to each child’s capabilities with differentiation through: type of content and outcome of activities, questioning, input including the type and use of resources and amount of teacher guidance.

Impact
Children will be enthusiastic and have in interest in aspects of History. They will develop an awareness of historical periods and their chronology in History.  Children will develop their knowledge and an understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world.  Through high quality and engaging teaching children will be inspired and curious to know more about the past.  Children will be able to ask enquiring questions and support evaluations from a range of sources. They will develop a variety of skills in researching and then presenting information for a purpose.
Monitoring and Evaluation

The History Subject Leader and Senior Management Team are responsible for the monitoring and evaluation of:
1. Curriculum coverage 
1. The quality of teaching and learning
1. Standards of achievement 

This will be carried out through:
1. Evaluation of planning;
1. Book Looks
1. Noting and tracking children against National Curriculum expectations;
1. Observation of classroom practice in line with school policy. 
1. Learning Walks
1. Pupil Conferencing 

The Role of the Subject Leader:

It is the responsibility of the History Leader:
· To take a lead in policy development.
· To support colleagues in their teaching of history content and developing subject knowledge
· To identify the need for individual support in the form of CPD.
· To create, maintain and evaluate action plans.
· To take steps to keep up with developments and inform colleagues as appropriate.

Teacher’s Role

Each class teacher is responsible for the day to day implementation of the History Policy within their own classroom.  Responsibilities include:

· Planning effectively for History lessons.
· To ensure progression of history skills and knowledge with regard to the National Curriculum of History
· To develop and update skills, knowledge and understanding of history
· To identify what resources are needed for lessons and liaise with subject leader to purchase if necessary.
Support and advice will be available, when appropriate, from the History Leader.
Resources

History resources are allocated according to themes taught in each age group. Resources are stored in boxes in the Breakout Space. Children have the opportunity to use the following resources: historical artefacts, costumes, visual media including maps, information books, historical texts and a central school timeline.

ICT 
ICT will be used in various ways to support teaching and motivate pupils’ learning. ICT involves the computer, and audio-visual aids and various software. The school’s set of laptops and I-pads may be used to enhance lessons and enable children to find information off the internet and other programs to support their learning such as archive collections.  
Assessment 
Each unit taught in KS1 and KS2 will be assessed using methods selected by the teacher as the most appropriate way to assess what children have learnt. This may be achieved through:
· Questioning
· Observing
· Discussion
· Marking
· Mind maps
· Quiz
· Written task
Teachers will use regular formative and end of unit assessment to inform future planning, to ensure progress and to address misconceptions. Teachers will assess termly using key knowledge and history skills. These are built around 5 key themes across school which children revisit. They are: 
Chronology   Sources    Society   Change    Legacy.
Regular assessments will support teachers in their final judgement at the end of the year. End of year assessments will be completed and stored in the assessment folder in resources to enable the History coordinator and members of the SLT to monitor standards. 
Conclusion

A review of the policy for History will take place as necessary in accordance with the school review process.  Should changes need to be made in the interim as part of a curriculum review process or changes to statutory orders, an amendment will be made to this document in the form of an appendix. 
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