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Religious Education
Introduction  
This policy outlines the teaching, organisation and management of Religious Education taught and learnt at Barley Mow Primary school. It reflects the school’s values and ethos.

Definition of Religious Education
The role of Religious Education is to help prepare and equip all pupils for life in contemporary Britain by enabling them to acquire a good level of religious literacy. This means to gain an understanding of the diverse beliefs and religious practices of our faith communities, to understand the secular world view held by a number of people in our society, and to respect the right of all people to make these very personal choices.

Statement of Intent
At Barley Mow Primary our intent for RE is to provoke challenging questions about the meaning and purpose of life; to develop children’s knowledge and understanding of Christianity amongst other religions and religious traditions. We intend for children to build their sense of identity and belonging, which will help them flourish within the community and as citizens of a diverse society. It will develop children’s respect for others, including people with different faiths and beliefs and help them to challenge prejudice. Children will be able to consider their responsibilities to themselves and to others and to explore how they might contribute to their communities and to the wider society. We intend for the study of RE to encourage empathy, generosity and compassion.
Our school bases the core work in RE around the Gateshead Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education which aims to ensure that all pupils:
· Explore the teachings, beliefs, practices of the principal faiths and belief systems in our society.
· Acquire core knowledge and understanding of the key elements of the faith narrative, the principal stories, sacred texts, rituals, symbolism and life styles relating to the main faiths of Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism and Islam.
· Engage with the big questions about our life in the world, our value as people, our identity and our responsibilities.
· Reflect on the challenges that are presented by living in a diverse world and develop the skills and attitudes that enable people to live well by accommodating difference.
· Develop the ability to recognise bias, prejudice and discrimination in ourselves and others and develop the ability to make informed judgements and responsible choices.

Implementation:
Early Years
In the Early Years Foundation Stage, Religious Education is related to ‘Knowledge and Understanding of the World’ as set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum. The children begin to understand celebrations through looking at events from their own lives. They also begin to understand celebrations and traditions in different communities and begin to know about similarities and differences between themselves and others. 
In addition, children are introduced to vocabulary related to their own experiences and celebrations such as Easter and Christmas. In Nursery and Reception, Religious Education is taught as an integral part of work covered throughout the year.

Key Stage One and Key Stage Two
The national curriculum states the legal requirement that:
2.1 Every state-funded school must offer a curriculum which is balanced and broadly based  and which: 
· promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils at the school and of society, and 
· prepares pupils at the school for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life.
2.3 All state schools …must teach religious education to pupils at every key stage.
 (National Curriculum in England: Framework Document, DfE, December 2014, p.5)
Although there is not a set National Curriculum for RE, all maintained schools must follow the National Curriculum requirements to teach a broad and balanced curriculum, which includes RE. All maintained schools have a statutory duty to teach RE. 
The RE curriculum is determined by the local Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education (SACRE), which is responsible for producing the locally agreed syllabus for RE.  An Agreed Syllabus, used in schools which are not designated with a religious character, must ‘reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, while taking account of the teaching and practices of the other principal religions represented in Great Britain’. 
Through regular communication with Gateshead SACRE, and attendance at curriculum meetings, the RE subject leader ensures that curriculum coverage is appropriate.
Teaching and Learning
In order to achieve the objectives of the Religious Education curriculum, the subject is taught in weekly lessons by the class teacher or PPA cover. 
Teachers provide learning opportunities that are matched to the individual needs of all children including those with learning difficulties. We use a range of teaching and learning styles. 
Children are encouraged to be actively involved in their learning through activities such as taking part in discussions, role play and art/craft activities. We have a wide range of artefacts and resources to enhance teaching and learning. Wherever possible, educational visits and visitors are used to enrich the curriculum and as a means of linking the children’s work to the wider community.
Units of work are planned using the Gateshead Agreed Syllabus and Skills Progression documents.  Religious Education lessons at Barley Mow give our pupils the opportunity to:
· EXPLORE the teachings, beliefs and practices of the principal faiths and belief systems in our society.
· ENGAGE with the big questions about our life in the world, our value as people, our identity and our responsibilities.
· REFLECT on the challenges that are presented by living in a diverse world and to develop the skills and attitudes that enable people to live well by successfully accommodating difference.

Inclusion
At Barley Mow Primary School, all pupils are entitled to: 
· A broad and balanced Religious Education curriculum, based on high teacher expectations;
· Develop their Religious Education knowledge and skills in order to fulfil their potential;
· Receive continuous and progressive opportunities in school to use and learn about Religious Education regardless of gender, race or ability;
· Religious Education taught in a way appropriate to each child’s capabilities with differentiation through: type of content and outcome of activities, questioning, input including the type and use of resources and amount of teacher guidance.
Legally, parents are allowed to withdraw their children from Religious Education lessons. This will be arranged through consultation with the Head Teacher. 

Impact
Children will develop a clear knowledge of all aspects of the Gateshead Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education.  For each of the faiths specified in the syllabus: Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism and Islam, they will acquire a core of knowledge and understanding of the key elements of the faith narrative, the principal stories, sacred texts, rituals, symbolism and lifestyles relating to them. They will be helped to respond to the big questions that their experience of life raises and be able to express their thoughts, relating their experiences and responses, to those of other individuals and groups. They will develop the ability to recognise bias, prejudice and discrimination in ourselves and others and to develop the ability to make informed judgements and responsible choices.




Monitoring and Evaluation

The Religious Education Subject Leader and Senior Management Team are responsible for the monitoring and evaluation of:
1. Curriculum coverage 
1. The quality of teaching and learning
1. Standards of achievement 

This will be carried out through:
1. Evaluation of medium and short term planning
1. Scrutiny of work samples
1. Noting and tracking children against the SACRE Agreed Syllabus expectations
1. Observation of classroom practice in line with school policy
1. Learning Walks
1. Pupil Conferencing

The Role of the Subject Leader:

It is the responsibility of the Religious Education Leader:
· To take a lead in policy development
· To support colleagues in their teaching of Art and Design content and developing subject knowledge
· To identify the need for individual support in the form of CPD
· To create, maintain and evaluate action plans and audits
· To take steps to keep up with developments and inform colleagues as appropriate.

Teacher’s Role
Each class teacher is responsible for the day to day implementation of the Religious Education Policy within their own classroom.  Responsibilities include:
· Planning effectively for Religious Education lessons in termly and weekly plans
· To ensure progression of Religious Education with regard to the SACRE Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education.
· To develop and update skills, knowledge and understanding of Religious Education
· To identify what resources are needed for lessons and liaise with subject leader to purchase if necessary.
Support and advice will be available, when appropriate, from the Religious Education Leader.

Resources
There are a wide range of resources to support the teaching and learning of Religious Education across the school. Resources are stored in the PPA room and in the Breakout Space. The Religious Education Leader is responsible for monitoring and taking stock of the school’s resources for Religious Education. 
ICT 
ICT will be used in various ways to support teaching and motivate pupils’ learning. ICT involves the computer, and audio-visual aids, DVDs’ and various software. The school’s set of laptops and I-pads may be used to enhance lessons and enable children to find information off the internet and other programs to support their learning.  
Assessment 
Each unit taught in KS1 and KS2 will be assessed using methods selected by the teacher as the most appropriate way to assess what children have learnt. This may be achieved through:
· Questioning
· Observing
· Discussion
· Mind maps
· Quiz
· Written task
Teachers will use regular formative assessment to inform future planning, to ensure progress and to address misconceptions. These regular assessments will support teachers in their final judgement at the end of the year. End of year assessments will be completed and stored in the assessment folder in resources to enable the Religious Education coordinator and members of the SLT to monitor standards. 
Conclusion

A review of the policy for Religious Education will take place as necessary in accordance with the school review process.  Should changes need to be made in the interim as part of a curriculum review process or changes to statutory orders, an amendment will be made to this document in the form of an appendix. 
Policy reviewed-  May 2023
Policy to be reviewed – May 2024

Appendix 1
Gateshead Agreed Syllabus
Programme of Study for Key Stages 1 and 2
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