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Barley Mow Primary School
English Policy 
Introduction
At Barley Mow Primary School, we believe that literacy and communication are key life skills. Through the English curriculum, we will help children develop the skills and knowledge that will enable them to communicate effectively and creatively through spoken and written language and equip them with the skills to become lifelong learners. We want children to enjoy and appreciate literature and its rich variety.
Literacy is at the heart of all children’s learning. Literacy enables children both to communicate with others effectively for a variety of purposes and to examine their own and others’ experiences, feelings and ideas, giving these orders and meaning. Because literacy is central to children’s intellectual, emotional and social development it has an essential role across the whole curriculum and helps pupils’ learning to be coherent and progressive.
Statement of Intent
To promote a shared love and understanding of literacy;
To establish an entitlement for all pupils;
To establish high expectations for teachers and pupils
To promote continuity and coherence across the school.
Aims of Policy
To encourage children to:
· be effective, competent communicators and good listeners;
· express opinions, articulate feelings and formulate responses to a range of texts both fiction and non-fiction using appropriate technical vocabulary;
· foster an interest in words and their meanings, and to develop a growing vocabulary in both spoken and written form;
· enjoy and engage with and understand a range of text types and genres;
· be able to write in a variety of styles and forms showing awareness of audience and purpose;
· develop powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness in all areas of literacy;
· use grammar and punctuation accurately;
· understand spelling conventions;
· produce effective, well-presented written work.

Statutory Requirements
Statutory requirements for the teaching and learning of English are laid out in the National Curriculum (2014) and in the Communication and Language and Literacy sections of the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (2012).
In the Foundation Stage (Reception) children are given a range of opportunities to: speak and listen and represent ideas in their activities; use communication, language and literacy in every part of the curriculum; become immersed in an environment rich in print and opportunities to communicate.
At Key Stage One (Years 1 and 2) children learn to speak confidently and listen to what others have to say. They learn to read and write independently and with enthusiasm. They learn to use language to explore their own experiences and imaginary worlds. Children are given opportunities to speak and listen throughout all subject areas.
At Key Stage Two (Years 3-6) children learn to change the way they speak and write to suit different situations, purposes and audiences. They read a range of texts and respond to different layers of meaning in them. They explore the use of language in literary and non-literary texts and learn how the structure of language works.
The Governing Body receive regular reports on the progress of English provision.
Expectations
By the time children leave our school, we expect them to communicate through speaking and listening, reading and writing, with confidence, fluency and understanding and in a range of situations. We want every child to take pleasure in reading across a range of genres and have a strong motivation to read for a variety of purposes.
By the end of Key Stage One, most children will be working within the expected standard for writing and reading as specified in the Interim Assessment Frameworks provided by the DfE.
By the end of Key Stage Two, most children will be working within the expected standard for writing and reading as specified in the Interim Assessment Frameworks provided by the DfE. 

English in the Early Years 
Work undertaken within the Foundation Stage is guided by the requirements and recommendations set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage document. The Early Years Foundation Stage gives children the opportunities to develop their understanding of reading, writing and speaking and listening. The understanding of these strands within English are implemented through planned, purposeful play that will incorporate a balance of adult-led and child-initiated activities both include and outside of the classroom. During children’s play, Early Years Practitioners will interact with children to deepen and stretch children’s understanding further. 
Literacy Comprehension ELG Children at the expected level of development will: 
• Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary; 
• Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories;
 • Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play. 
Word Reading ELG Children at the expected level of development will: 
• Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs;
 • Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending;
 • Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words. 
Writing ELG Children at the expected level of development will:
 • Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed; 
• Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters; 
• Write simple phrases and sentences that can be ready by others.
Listening, Attention and Understanding ELG
Children at the expected level of development will:
• Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions,
comments and actions when being read to and during whole class
discussions and small group interactions;
• Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify
their understanding;
• Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their
teacher and peers.
Speaking ELG
Children at the expected level of development will:
• Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their
own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary;
• Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently
introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when
appropriate;
• Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full
sentences, including use of past, present, and future tenses and making
use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher.
Subject Organisation
Foundation Stage 
In the Foundation Stage, reception children have daily phonics lessons which we teach using Little Wandle Letters and Sounds. Children are taught by the class teacher and supported by a teaching assistant.  Nursery children are taught phonological awareness through adult-directed activities. Children have opportunities to develop their communication, language and literacy skills on a daily basis in both adult-led and child-initiated activities. Children in Reception also take part in reading practice sessions three times a week where they apply the skills taught within phonics to reading and develop fluency, prosody and comprehension skills. Provision is made for children who require extra support through intervention programme such as the Little Wandle Keep Up Programme.
Key Stage One 
In Key Stage One, daily phonics lessons (Little Wandle Letters and Sounds ) continue, while children have daily mixed ability Literacy lessons with an emphasis on real texts. Children take part in both guided and individual reading sessions and have regular story times to develop a love of reading. In Year 1, children take part in reading practice sessions three times a week where they apply the skills taught within phonics to reading and develop fluency, prosody and comprehension skills. In Year 2, once they have completed the Little Wandle programme, children will participate in a guided reading carousel which helps to further develop their understanding of texts. Literacy skills are developed across the curriculum. Provision is made for children who require extra support through intervention programmes - such as Little Wandle Keep Up and Catch Up sessions, adapted class teaching and extended Letters and Sounds sessions. 
Key Stage Two
In Key Stage Two, Children have daily English Lessons including grammar sessions, which are integrated into each unit of teaching. Additional literacy sessions include whole class reading, handwriting, class novel, which is read at the end of each day and spelling. Literacy skills are developed across the curriculum. Provision is made for children who require extra support through intervention programmes and adapted class teaching.
Implementation of Speaking and Listening
The Four Strands of Speaking and Listening: Speaking; Listening; Group Discussion and Interaction, and Drama permeate the whole curriculum. Interactive teaching strategies are used to engage all pupils in order to raise reading and writing standards. Children are encouraged to develop effective communication skills in readiness for later life.
Opportunities to develop these skills include class assemblies, talk partners, poetry recitals, drama and a performance during the year. Children who require extra support in speaking and listening benefit from the expertise of a Speech and Language Therapist or from in-school intervention programmes. We recognise the need for all pupils to speak, read and write Standard English fluently and accurately, while acknowledging that a pupil's own dialect, or other language is of prime importance. It is our school policy to model our own language to the children which encourages Standard English both in speaking and writing. 
To develop children’s vocabulary, tier 2 and 3 words are explicitly taught in both English and Reading lessons. We may also focus on tier 1 vocabulary, where necessary. These words are introduced using a pyramid approach and children are given time to explore, develop and apply their learning in English and Whole Class Reading lessons. Staff will model how to use the newly-taught vocabulary in extended writing. 
Implementation of the Teaching of Reading
Please also see our Early Reading and Phonics document.
Teachers model reading strategies during shared reading sessions, whilst children have the opportunity to develop reading strategies and to discuss texts in detail during guided or whole class reading sessions. Independent reading provides time for both assessment and 1-1 teaching. Daily phonics lessons in FS and KS1 enable children to decode efficiently. This is continued into KS2 where necessary.
Reading Books
A range of reading schemes are used to support readers. For those children in the Foundation Stage and Key Stage One, Little Wandle texts are used which are decodable and reflect the child’s current stage in phonics. When children finish phonics teaching, they are given a text from our reading scheme which matches their reading ability. These books are from the Oxford Reading scheme including Treetops and Project X. These books are ordered progressively. When children are reading at a Dark Red level, they can become free readers. All children have the opportunity to take home a reading for pleasure or ‘sharing text’. 
Parents are encouraged to hear their child read their home reading book and then record how they have got on. This encourages teacher – parent communication. Each child has a home-school reading record that teachers and parents can use to share information about a child’s reading. Comments in reading records are very useful in informing the teacher how the child has coped with the text. Regular reading at home is essential to good progress and we really appreciate parental support in hearing your child read as often as possible. We recommend that children read to an adult for 10-15 minutes a day as well as reading for pleasure. Throughout Key Stage 2, children become more independent in recording what they have read in their reading journals. Guidance for Parents on reading and phonics is provided during the year including books which are age-appropriate for their child to read at home.
In Key Stage 1 and 2, we still encourage all readers to share their reading for pleasure book at home with their grown-ups. We believe that this not only helps to develop inferential skills, but also supports a lifelong love of reading. Reading spines are sent home at the start of the year and are available on our website to help parents select books that are appropriate for their children and some may support or supplement learning in school. 
Hearing Readers
We recognise the value of adults (both in school and at home) reading aloud to children, in order to improve their grasp of story language, enthuse them with a love of books and inspire them as writers. Reading volunteers are used within school and receive written guidance and training from staff.
Developing Reading Comprehension
Once children have finished the Little Wandle Phonics Programme in Year 2, children will take part in a carousel of daily reading activities designed to continue to encourage fluency, prosody and understanding of the text through teacher-led and independent comprehension activities.  In these sessions, staff will hear children read. In addition to this, we hear children in Year 2 read their home reader independently.
In Key Stage Two, children will read a wide selection of carefully selected fiction, non-fiction and poetry books over the course of the year in whole class reading sessions, which occur four times a week. These sessions have been carefully designed to help the children to explore a text in-depth with their peers and teacher across a half term. We develop the knowledge needed to understand increasingly challenging texts by:
· Developing children’s knowledge of the world 
· Building breadth and depth in vocabulary knowledge 
· Teaching and scaffolding the application of comprehension strategies
· Exploring grammatical relationships (develop knowledge of syntax: word order, use of pronouns and sentence structure)
· Developing knowledge of text structure
Once a week, children in Key Stage Two, have an opportunity to look at and answer questions about a secondary text. These texts have been carefully selected to support the children’s understanding of the whole class reading text we are currently studying, or to the wider curriculum. We are constantly reviewing the text types we use with the children to reflect their needs and interests. 
Comprehension skills are also taught during English lessons. In addition to having access to a range of different texts, many of our English units are based around texts to help the children to develop their understanding and emulation of different authorial styles and genre. 
Additional Reading Support
Children who are working below age-related expectations (working within our bottom 20% of readers) receive additional reading support which is tailored to the individual needs of the child. 
During their time in Years 4, 5 and 6, children will have the opportunity to use Reading Plus. Reading Plus is an online programme designed to develop children’s fluency, understanding of texts and vocabulary. The children complete an online assessment which matches them to texts within their reading and comprehension age as well as a suggested number of reading sessions a week which the children access both at home and school. This is repeated twice a year. The texts are wide-ranging and engaging. Children have the opportunity to win awards and are constantly tracked through the programme’s algorithm which will progress the children through the programme. Staff are consequently able to monitor progress closely. 
Reading for Pleasure
‘Reading is a passport to countless adventures.’ Mary Osborne 
We offer a range of opportunities for our children to enhance their reading experience and foster a life-long love of reading:
We have a library space which is accessed by all classes and include a range of engaging, diverse texts.
At the end of each day, each class reads a text for pleasure.
Children in EYFS and Key Stage One have the opportunity to take home a story sack to encourage them to read at home for pleasure with their grown up. 
Children take home reading for pleasure texts form our library in addition to their reading book. 
Children have reading areas in each classroom which are updated regularly in line with guidance form the Reading Framework.
Each class has a reading spine which is accessible to parents and includes a suggested list of texts to read at home.
We are a World of Stories school – this has given us access to a range of texts, CPD for staff and author visits.
We have links with our local library who come in to visit our EYFS children and provide each child with a book.
Each child receives a book each Christmas.
We attend virtual and in-person author visits.
Children have access to our book exchange where they can take a book, or free, whenever they wish after school each day.
The Scholastic Reading Fair visits our school each year.
We celebrate reading through World Book Day and other celebration events.
Each week staff share stories in assembly which link to our assembly focus or are a book they love.
Topic books are available which link to topics covered within school.
We listen to a range of poetry and have a poetry recital each year.

Implementation of the Teaching of Writing
We aim to develop the children’s ability to produce well structured, detailed writing in which the meaning is made clear and which engages the interest of the reader. Attention is paid throughout the school to the formal structures of English, vocabulary, grammatical detail, punctuation and spelling. Teachers model writing strategies and the use of phonics and spelling strategies in shared writing sessions. Teachers and support staff target specific needs of both groups and individuals through support in class and quality first intervention.
Punctuation and grammar sessions are integrated discretely within units of work wherever possible. Children will have opportunities to apply these skills in their extended writing.  Staff will regularly revisit grammatical vocabulary and rules through modelling writing.
The children are given frequent opportunities in school to write in different contexts using quality, stimulating texts as a model and for a variety of purposes and audiences. There are many opportunities for children to improve their writing inspired by drama techniques and film clips. They may be asked to produce their writing on their own or as part of group. Children will also be given the opportunity to use ICT for their writing. We follow the Nelson Handwriting Scheme in school to help children develop fluent, clear and legible joined up writing. Children will learn in Reception and Year 1 to form letters ready for joining in Year 2. Children work hard to achieve a pen licence in Year 3 or 4: this encourages them to take care in their presentation and pride in their work.
Extended independent writing will take place regularly in every class, linked to the text or unit being studied. These pieces of writing will be completed in English, history and geography or science books and marked according to the marking policy. We aim for the children to have opportunities to independently write pieces from a range of genre across the year.  An assessed piece of extended writing, which is often referred to by the children as magic writing, will take place at least once every half term which is marked using our writing feedback forms. Extended writing will assist the teacher in establishing the stage in which each pupil is working at whilst also giving staff the opportunity to review writing targets and progress.
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Writing is a process that requires responsive teaching and the ability to move back and forwards between different aspects of writing instruction rather than being a linear process. This is why our approach is represented as a spiral: teaching moves between different aspects e.g. you may introduce new vocabulary and grammar then apply this in short burst writing before returning to other aspects of grammar or vocabulary before writing an extended piece. Effective delivery of the curriculum requires teachers to feedback to children at all stages and use assessment to inform next steps in teaching.  Children should be given adequate lesson time to edit and improve their writing. Sometimes, this will require a redraft or final piece. 

Lesson Structure
In Key Stage 1 and 2, staff follow the same structure for teaching English lessons to ensure continuity for the children:
Grammar starter – this links to the unit studied or provides a recap of previously taught grammar or punctuation
Vocabulary 
Main Lesson
Independent Activity
Plenary


Cross-Curricular Writing Opportunities
Teachers will seek to take advantage of opportunities to make cross-curricular links where appropriate. They will plan for pupils to practise and apply the skills, knowledge and understanding acquired through Literacy lessons to other areas of the curriculum, with a particular focus in our school of writing through all subject areas where the same standard of writing is expected as seen in English books.
ICT
We recognise the important role ICT has to play in our school in the development of Literacy skills. ICT is used on a daily basis to enhance the teaching of literacy and to give all children the opportunity to experience, read and write multimodal texts and develop visual literacy. The use of ICT is cross – curricular.
Inclusion
We aim to provide for all children so that they achieve as highly as they can in English according to their individual abilities. We will identify which pupils or groups of pupils are under-achieving and take steps to improve their attainment through quality-first teaching, intervention and in class support and believe this is an entitlement for all pupils. Gifted children will be identified and suitable learning challenges provided. Children with English as an Additional Language and those with Special Educational Needs that relate to their literacy skills will receive a curriculum that is tailored to their needs and extra support from teachers and teaching assistants.
Impact
Through our enriched English curriculum children will develop  a love of reading and an understanding of a range of reading and writing skills needed for their everyday lives in the wider world. Children are fluent readers and can apply a range of skills taught in writing both grammatically and creatively. Children have positive attitudes towards English and are confident in their ability to explain, describe and analyse texts. They will be able to deepen their understanding by asking questions and using grammatical terminology. They will have a positive and enthusiastic approach to English and will not be afraid to make mistakes. 
Monitoring and Evaluation
The English and Reading Leader and Senior Leadership Team are responsible for:
· The monitoring and evaluation of curriculum coverage 
· Quality of teaching and learning
·  Standards of achievement. 
This will be carried out through: 
· Evaluation of medium and short-term planning
· Book looks
· Noting and tracking children against National Curriculum expectations 
· Lesson observations and learning walks 
· Pupil conferencing. 
The Role of the Subject Leader
It is the responsibility of the English and Reading Lead:
· To develop policy
· To support colleagues in their teaching of English content and subject knowledge
· To identify the need for individual support in the form of CPD 
· To create, maintain and evaluate action plans and audits. 
· To take steps to keep up with developments and inform colleagues as appropriate. 
Teacher’s Role
Each class teacher is responsible for the day-today implementation of English within their own classroom:
· To plan effectively for English and reading lessons using termly and weekly plans that reflect this policy
· To ensure progression of English skills in line with the National Curriculum
· To develop and update skills, knowledge and understanding of English
· To identify resources needed for lessons and purchase with support for m the subject lead if necessary.
Support and advice is available from the English Leader. 
Resources 
There are a vast range of resources available to support the teaching of English across the school. All classrooms have variety of teaching apparatus alongside resources found in the Breakout Space. Phonics resources are also available online via the Little Wandle Website and English resources are available on the Gateshead Hub. 
Assessment and Target Setting
Work will be assessed in line with our Assessment Policy. Assessment is an integral part of teaching and learning and is a continuous process
Summative Assessment
We use Gateshead’s GAP for writing and reading to assess the children against identify whether they are meeting, working towards or exceeding year group expectations.
 Rising Stars and NfER tests are used in Key Stage 2 and Year 2 to support teacher judgements. 
Little Wandle Assessments are used every half term in Reception and Key Stage 1 to assess the children’s phonic ability and to identify those in need of extra support. These are moderated and monitored by the Reading Lead. 
Formative Assessment 
This is a vital part of teacher judgement and is ongoing which helps inform teachers of future planning, next steps and misconceptions. Lesson are adapted and short-term planning is evaluated in light of these assessments. AFL is continuous through the use of marking, analysing errors and misconceptions, observations, discussions and asking/answering questions. 
At Barley Mow Primary School we recognise that AfL lies at the heart of promoting learning in raising standards of attainment. We further recognise that effective AfL depends crucially on actually using the information gained. It should occur throughout each English or reading lesson, enabling teaching/teaching assessments to adapt their teaching and support to meet full the needs of the pupils. 
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