Spelling and Handwriting
Spelling
Through the teaching of phonics, children are taught how to read and spell high frequency words. In Key Stage 1, the children continue to follow the ‘Letters and Sounds’ programme linked with the Primary National Curriculum spellings.  These high frequency words are statutory words that are set out in the primary curriculum for each year group. 
In KS2, the children are taught spelling, punctuation and grammar in daily class sessions, following the Primary National Curriculum statutory guidance. Grammar and punctuation teaching is integrated within English units of work to enable the children to understand how to use and apply these skills.
The majority of the teaching of spelling will be done in school. Your child will take part in a daily spelling session based around a different spelling focus each week.  On a Friday, teachers will assess your child’s progress – this may be through asking them to spell words that have been taught during the week, or by writing down sentences that are dictated to them.  We have intentionally limited the number of words so that the spelling of these key words becomes embedded in your child’s written work. 
We really appreciate parental support at home and teachers will share the spelling lists each half term. We will be grateful if you encourage your child to spend some time learning the words during the week. The learning going on in school will therefore be practised and reinforced at home.

Handwriting 
At Barley Mow Primary School we use the Nelson Handwriting Scheme to teach children the correct letter forms and when appropriate joins. Staff continually model correct formation  and presentation in shared and modelled writing. 
In the Early Years, children are provided with a range of activities and teaching to support the development of their fine motor skills which are integral to developing pencil control and letter formation. When ready, children are taught letter formation in phonics lessons and this is continued to supported by fine and gross motor activities and play opportunities. Intervention is given to those who need it. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In Key Stage 1, children continue to look at letter formation in phonics lessons as well as explicit teaching in English and handwriting sessions. Staff also provide children with opportunities to continue to develop their fine motor skills. In year 2, when children are ready and are confident and competently forming letters correctly and neatly, they will begin to be taught how to join. 
In Key Stage 2, children continue to use the Nelson Handwriting scheme to develop their joins and presentation. There is regular explicit teaching of handwriting. Staff will continue to model and correct handwriting. Where needed, we will provide children with further support. 


